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The Challenge

Tingha is one of Australia’s most challenged dual cultural
communities. In fact, according to one academic study in recent
years, it is Australia’s third-most disadvantaged community and
we have plenty of evidence to that effect.
http://www.australiandisadvantage.org.au/

A small community of 846 (at least 40 percent Indigenous)
Tingha is in the grip of at least third-generational unemployment
and all of the social and economic challenges that go with it.
Unemployment is three times the regional average while incomes
are half the regional average and it is a welfare dependent
community and will remain so if something is not done to break
the cycles.

Three generations or more of people who have never had a job -
many of whom have given up or simply don‘t want to work.

There is nothing more heart-breaking that to see the smiling
faces of innocent young Aboriginal children, knowing that they
face such a bleak future.

There is nothing more discouraging than seeing young people
wander the streets with nothing more to look forward to than the
next cigarette, meat pie and can of alcohol, with nothing more to
challenge them than anti-social behaviour. Unemployment,
abuse, alcoholism, drugs, domestic violence and the list goes on.

A recent “under the radar” analysis of Tingha’s level of Social
Challenge indicated a score of nearly 170 out of a possible 200
points. This equated to:

“A potentially catastrophic level of community long-term
disadvantage. A community at this level is in serious danger of
total disintegration. The situation must be faced and addressed
immediately with a strong sense of urgency.”

In comparison, nearby Guyra (the seat of local government and
the only other town in the Shire) indicated a social challenge
score of about 67 points out of a possible 200. This equated to:
“Possible trend towards greater level of community long term
disadvantage. This needs to be addressed and progressively
monitored.” As you can see, Tingha is facing serious issues.
These issues are a result of serious long-term generation to
generation neglect.

This is a community that is in serious need of healing.

Further — Tingha’s Aboriginal Community is in need of intra-
cultural healing, where family feuds and divisions over
generations have caused serious grief.

Responsible members of the Tingha Community have vowed it
will not stay that way. In fact, we want to reverse the situation,
so much so that we want to create Australia’s Small Community
Model for holistic social, economic and environmental
regeneration. Further we have already made a great start over
the last 18 months. Tingha (as you will already see) has the
potential to astound Australia over the next few years. The
“seeds” of holistic regeneration have been planted and are
sprouting new life and new hope.

Through the efforts and support of Uniting Aboriginal and
Islander Christian Congress and Tingha Regeneration Inc
(Tingha’s own wholly community representative body for holistic
change) and the support of three local Job Service Providers and
a core of dedicated community members and organizations, we
have now inspired the determination to break the cycles that
have made Tingha a virtual “prison without walls” for so many
generations.



The Need - What does Tingha’s
Aboriginal community need most of all?

When one looks at the level of Social Challenge that faces
Tingha's Aboriginal community, it almost become impossible to
agree on what is the most urgent and most practical first-need.

As we have said, Tingha faces every known social challenge and
this combined with serious long term neglect has made Tingha a
“forgotten” community.

We could choose any one of our social challenges, to target
funding under the Healing Program, but we believe that this is
not the first step rather:

The community’s first need, its greatest need is for a
vision and a symbol for Healing that will bring about a
uniting of spirit among Tingha’s Aboriginal
community, a changing spirit — a sprit that can
influence every other dimension of social challenge
healing. We need a Project that will be a catalyst for
other, progressive change.

This Project and Vision needs to be one that will lead
to progressive healing of self-esteem and pride and
unity — something that can not only unite the
community, but provide a sense of ownership and
especially, common-unity.

It also needs to be something sustainable, something
that generates immense pride and something that will
draw attention and admiration from across Australia
and even beyond.

It needs to be something that will be a symbol for
true spiritual healing and revival that will then inspire
a desire to carry this through to every dimension of
individual, family and community life.

Yes,w e have exactly the Projecttha t will do
this, and do it well




Our Project - Creating a Healing Symbol
of Change on Tingha’s Living Rocks.

The Project is one that was identified through consultation in
developing our community’s original Vision Plan 2 year ago.

It involves a project around what is known as TINGHA'S LIVING
ROCKS.

Tingha is a community that is uniquely nestled among many
clusters of Volcanic Rocks - a significant of which bear natural
representation of faces - thus the term “living rocks”.

Right in the heart of Tingha there is a large cluster of Rocks
called Guyra Hill - providing a 360 degree view of the town and
bearing a true sense of strength, stability and dominance over
the town.

These living rocks have just one, enormous potential:

To be turned into one of, if not the largest Native
Rock Garden in Australia - something that will not
only unite all sectors of our Aboriginal community in a
project of true ownership, but one that will bear very
great significance to Tingha desperate need for a
renewed and sustainable economic future.

From the wounds of its painful past of nearby Long Gully Mission,
Tingha has every potential to be transformed from one of the
most neglected communities in Australia, to one of the prettiest
and most culturally significant communities - a leader in
Regional Tourism and an absolute inspiration to many other
Aboriginal communities.

We are not simply talking about an insignificant “pile
of rocks” here - rather we are highlighting a truly
significant symbol of change, not only for Tingha, but
for virtually any other Aboriginal community.

From the air, the Guyra Hill Rocks bear a boomerang shape,
from the ground they bear a spirit of past ages, crying out for
rebirth as a symbol that will unite our Aboriginal community here
for generations to come.

Turtle Rock

Koala Rock




Car Park1

ReStore Well 2




Project Overview

|l

We want to turn this area into a Healing Garden, totally
designed and constructed by our local Aboriginal people,
into a place which has multiple benefits and uses.

The overall Hill is made up of multiple volcanic rock
clusters of different sizes and shapes. We want to
establish native gardens, with bush tucker and healing
plants — carefully planned and planted in each different
cluster.

We want to establish a network of recreational walkways,
following natural tracks that have been created between
the clusters by cattle and kangaroos over the years.

We want to reinstate one of a number of old wells at the
base of the Rocks and pump water to a holding tank at
the top of the hill, to gravity feed water to every cluster.

We want to establish a “"Meeting Place” at the top of the
Gardens - where culturally significant ceremony and
meetings can take place (This includes a shelter,
composting toilet facility and access to drinking water)

We want to establish a Car Park for visitors at the base of
the hill, with connecting pathway to the network of
recreational walkways through the garden clusters.

We want to fence the whole area from Cattle and feral
pests such a rabbits and hares. (Tingha is a community
that is established on a Common, where cattle roam)

We want to dedicate one significant cluster of Rocks for
painting of Aboriginal Artworks. We have many
outstanding Aboriginal Artists in the area, and other
Aboriginal Artists can also be invited to paint. This will be
a unique and major Tourist attraction.

We want to establish and Annual Living Rocks Festival to
remind our community and others of the turning point in
Tingha's Aboriginal history, where at last, aboriginal
people take control of their own destiny here.

We want to provide part time work for Aboriginal Tour
Guides who can take visitors through the Rock Garden
Clusters and explain the significance of the Healing
Gardens and the Individual Plants.

We want to save seed from significant Plants grown and
propagate them for planting and for sale, though our local
Community Native Nursery.

We want to establish a Donation Box where visitors can
contribute to the ongoing maintenance and development
of the Gardens.

Last but certainly not least:

1 We want this Garden to be a turning point and a healing

point for Tingha’s Aboriginal community - true and living
symbol of what this whole community can become over
the next generation or two.



Project Support
1 Endorsed as the Number One most popular project at our Community Vision Planning Meeting in April 2008
1 Supported by Anaiwan Local Aboriginal Land Council as a highly significant cultural development project.
1 Supported by Uniting Aboriginal & Islander Christian Congress which has been involved in Tingha for 22
years and which initiated/funded facilitation of the Tingha Regeneration Program solely as a means of
bringing about Healing of this community.
1 Supported by all local Job Service Providers who will involve Aboriginal participants in the project ongoing.

1 Supported by Tingha Police — as powerfully constructive project to involve youth and build relationships.

1 Supported by Tingha Public School as a highly proactive project in which to involve Tingha’s youngest
generations.

1 Supported by Tingha Regeneration Inc as Tingha’'s whole-of-community representative body
1 Supported by Tingha Common Trust (who will annex the land from the common for the Project)

1 Supported by Tingha’s Business Community as an initiative that will reduce petty crime, encourage youth
involvement and stimulate economic growth.



Bringing to Life
Tingha’s

“Living Rocks”

Renewing the Town on Living Rocks

Finding the Future

by Healing the past
TINGHA REGENERATION PROGRAM

PO Box 27 Tingha NSW 2369 www.tingharocks.com.au

Telephone (02) 67333 590 uaicc@bigpond.com



