
     Introducing Feijoa  
UAICC National Administrator, Rev. Shayne Blackman and his wife Lurleen 

(Director of Yalga Binbi Institute for Community Development) inspect the 

Industry that can help to turn around Tingha.  State Member for Northern 

Tablelands - Hon Richard Torbay tastes Feijoa recently in a meeting with 

Tingha Regeneration Program Facilitator Bob Neville. 
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Feijoas to give Tingha a 

unique National New  

Industry Focus 
Report by Bob Neville 

A new horticultural industry is being estab-

lished which has the power to make Tingha a 

national icon - for all the right reasons.   

Feijoa fruit (pronounced fee-jo-ah) is a Native of 

Southern Brazil and extensively grown in New 

Zealand. It has a highly concentrated juice flavour 

which has extensive application from fresh fruit to 

a wide variety of food processing, including juice 

for various drinks, wines and spirit mixers, as well 

as fruit pulp and puree used for food flavouring 

and iced confectionery.   A worldwide shortage of 

Feijoa concentrate has led to the development of 

the Industry in Queensland over the last few 

years, where a number of suitable varieties have 

been cultivated for commercial growing.        

However, Tingha and district has been chosen as 

the most suitable climate for propagation of Trees 

for the Industry as well as an ideal climate for 

growing the fruit.   
 

What can this mean for Tingha? See page 2 

Tingha Rocks Community Nursery   

Now Under Construction 

Construction is now well under way at the Tingha Gems Caravan 

Park for the new Community Nursery that will produce endangered  

Native Species for Regeneration Projects in the Region.  
   

The Project will also house a Worm Farm as well as provide training in 

horticulture, including being an incubator for Feijoa Seedlings.  Consid-

eration is also be given to a Fingerlings Hatchery for local fish stocks. 

Labour for the project is being provided mostly by “Work for the Dole” 

activity through BEST Employment at Inverell, which has been very  

supportive. Many Regeneration Projects will benefit in the district,      

including the mammoth task of creating Australia’s Biggest Rock Garden 

on Guyra Hill - which will commence in 2010 with the support of at least 

3 Job Networks in the Region. Over $21,000 funding was provided for 

the project by Border Rivers Gwydir - CMA, while $50,000 worth of 

Nursery Infrastructure has been provided by the Feijoa Australia Trust.  
The first of five 16 x 6m Tunnels Houses is  

assembled. More photos back page. 



(From Page 1) 

It means we have the opportunity to 

develop our own National Industry that 

will supply trees to grower throughout 

Australia and progressive focus for 

Industry training, jobs and even value-

added processing.  Also we have the 

opportunity to turn Tingha into the 

Feijoa Capital of Australia within 4 

years, via our first National Feijoa   

Festival -  which can complement 

Tingha’s excellent district Tourism 

potential and help to drive further 

change and new opportunities. 
 

Over the next 3 years, we have every 

opportunity to turn Tingha around and 

virtually “drought-proof” it economi-

cally through the Feijoa Industry and 

complementary Tourism.   

More Feijoa info can be found in the 

download Brochure on the “Around 

Tingha” page of our website:  

www.tingharocks.com.au  
 

Grafting of over 12,000 advanced 

seedlings  will be under way in about 6 

weeks. Plans are also well advanced 

for establishing a Tingha and District 

Cooperative to partner with Tingha 

Regeneration Inc., and steer as much 

economic prosperity to Tingha as    

possible.  I hope our Community 

grasps the significance of this develop-

ment. The Feijoa Industry for Tingha 

can be compared economically to 

what the Olympic Games was to    

Sydney .  Watch this space.  

The Feijoa Industry 
What can it mean for Tingha? 

 

Page proudly sponsored by Feijoa Australia Trust 
 

Email: feijoaaustraliatrust@bigpond.com     PO Box 27 Tingha NSW 2369 

Download a Brochure on the “Around Tingha” page at  

Tingha Rocks Website: www.tingharocks.com.au  

Contact: Brian Dettmann  at TRI on (02) 67233590  

Tingha’s Main Street Gardens  

about to be “regenerated” 

Continued progress toward 

Community Technology 

Centre Opening 
Additions and upgrades to all facilities 

at UAICC 19 Ruby Street hall should 

see the Centre open to the public by mid 

November - when complete operational 

and administrative needs and procedures 

are in place.  Testing of the equipment 

has been ongoing and we have just    

acquired a quality Photocopier/Printer, 

the $1200 cost of which as been donated 

to TRI by Christine Neville.   

Online Brochure about   

Feijoa Industry Investment 

There are  three exciting dimension to what is 

expected to be the positive    evolution of the 

Feijoa Industry In Australia. These are:  

 The Feijoa Australia Trust (providing limited 

investment in the Trust that will be supplying 

Feijoa Trees to the Industry in Australia. 

 Commercial Growing of Feijoas 

 Value-Adding to produce Feijoa products for 

market.  

For more information download the Brochure on 

the Tingha Rocks website:  

http://www.tingharocks.com.au/around.html 

Judy Bartman is the first Tinharian to 

complete the Practice Driver Knowl-

edge Test (DKT) during Trials at the 

soon to open Seniors Internet Kiosk .  

The test is available on the RTA Web-

site which then enabled Judy to go 

into the RTA at Inverell and complete 

the test on their computer.   The Pro-

gram will be open to all Tingha people 

wanting to apply for their licence on 

line when the Centre opens soon. 

Online training on various topics will 

also be available when the CTC opens.  

I got my “L’s” - Judy 

UPDATE 

Telstra Grant boosts Seniors 
TRI has successfully won a $2398 

Training Grant to assist seniors with 

using and understanding Digital Phone 

and Internet Technology.  

The Gardens have been sadly    

neglected since they were estab-

lished, however, these are all to be 

worked over and re-established 

over coming weeks, with refresh-

ing new gardens to be established 

that will enhance the entrance to 

Tingha from both sides.   All of 

this is part of the on-going regen-

eration of Tingha - complementing 

other projects designed to make 

Tingha a better place as new In-

dustry and new opportunities 

emerge to provide new economy 

and new jobs for Tingharians. TRI 

wishes to thank the former       

Stannifer Landcare Group for a 

donation of $800 towards planting 

of trees for the Main Street. 

With the support of the Joblink Plus 

team,  Tingha’s Main Street is about to 

get some much needed attention.    
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What we’ve got?  - well Seeing is Believing…! 

For generations, Tingha has been a 
fragmented,  forgotten community -  
a prison without walls to many, where 

negative influence, too much indifference 

and divided interests have seen cycles of 

degeneration to where too many people 

have given up and don't care.   Cultural 

differences and even differences within 

cultures have held us back.  It’s high time 

to stand up and be counted - and we have 

started doing just that .  If we just sit back 

and wait for governments to do it all for 

us, then we are doomed. We need to con-

tinue to provide the leadership and deter-

mination that we are now providing and 

support will continue to grow.  Consider: 

 Never before has there been a Regen-

eration Program such as the one we 

have up and running. It is a first for 

Tingha and a first for Australia.  

 Never before have we had the level of 

support we have now - and this is 

growing continually.  

 Never before have we had a fully com-

mitted, coherent and caring whole-of-

community representative group for 

both cultures, as we now have in 

Tingha Regeneration Inc. 

 Never before have we had three Job-

Networks working together with us - 

all keen to see “real” progress for 

Tingha.  

 

Tingha -  Regeneration or Degeneration? 
This is YOUR community - There’ll never be a better opportunity 

 Never before have we had the potential 

to host a New Industry for Australia - 

one which can literally  regenerate and 

“drought proof” our local economy by 

attracting a diversity of new small 

business, farming, value-adding and 

tourism opportunities.  

 Never before has there been an oppor-

tunity to really begin to break the   

vicious cycles that have held our   

community a prisoner of pain and  

disappointment for so long.  

 Never has there been a better opportu-

nity to lay aside the wounds of the past, 

to show the rest of Australia what 

“true” reconciliation and a common 

vision can achieve.  
 

What Tingha is starting to really achieve 

now has only been possible initially 

through the supportive vision of our major 

Program Sponsors - and in particular - the 

Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian 

Congress which has supported my vision 

to turn Tingha into Australia’s Small 

Community Regeneration MODEL.  

However, it is up to all of us to come to-

gether on neutral ground - in full support 

of the whole-of-community representative 

efforts of Tingha Regeneration Inc., to 

support our Program on the ground - and 

help to bring about changes that can break 

the vicious cycles and change lives.  

What can you do? 
There are many new opportunities start-

ing to rise up from the ghosts of Tingha’s 

rocky past that can bring new life and 

new hope. So get off the fence,  show a 

genuine interest in the future of Tingha 

by getting involved and becoming a part 

of the solution that will lead the way for 

Australian dual cultural communities. 

We need every Community Group,   

Organization , Business and every     

culture to be part of our representative 

body.  Contact TRI, become a Member 

and attend the next TRI Breakfast     

Meeting - held the second Wednesday of 

every month. 

 

Communities don't stagnate. They 

either get better or they get worse.  

Only YOU can make the difference, 

for you, for your family, for Tingha 

and for many other communities to 

follow. Put aside pride, prejudice and 

the past.  Give our kids a real chance. 

Get involved today.   

 

Tingha Regeneration Inc.  

Contact: Bob Neville 

PO Box 27 Tingha 2369 

Telephone: (02) 67233590 

www.tingharocks.com.au 



September-October 2009 Pictorial 

 
 

Opening Soon  - Tingha Community Technology Centre 
Tingha Regeneration Program Office (UAICC Hall) 19 Ruby Street 

Computer Access for all ages - Email - Write/Print Letters - Search for Jobs 
Play Games, Print Photos and so much more will be added progressively 
Support/Training provided. - This will be a safe, controlled environment. 

We hope to be open sometime in November  

Above: Celebrity Bush Poet EJ 
Davidson Fossicks at Tingha 
Left: First Feijoas for grafting 
Far Left: TRI Breakfast Meeting 

Below: BEST Employment Team - Building the Nursery.  Centre: FootyGrand Final Day Tingha Sport & Recreation Club 


